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JAPAN’S DESTINY 


ANOTHER 
20 YEARS OF 
OCCUPATION? 


PEAKING at a lunch-hour 


2d. 


meeting of the National 
Peace Council last Friday, Mr. 
E. M. King, Labour M.P. for Pen- 
ryn and Falmouth, outlined the 
functions of the Far Eastern Com- 
mission which sits in Washington and 
issues directives to General Mac- 
Arthur, the Supreme Commander of 
the Allied Forces in Japan. Mr. 
King. who recently returned from a 
yisit to Japan_as a member of a Par- 
liamentary delegation was critical of 
our policy declaring that it was ap- 
parently impossible to limit so fertile 
» people to the islands of Japan and 
any attempt to do so would be as 


fruitless as to dam the Niagara 
Falls. 
He told his listeners that 


General MacArthur’s view the occu- 


pation of Japan must continue for | Evelyn Anderson 


another twenty years at the very 
least, though for countries 
America and Britain whose govern- 
ments depend upon popular support 
this may be impossuble to carry out. 

Free immigration and cultural ex- 
change between all peopiles of thie 
East was vital if peace was to be se- 
cure in that area. That could only 
be achieved through a merging of the 
sovereignty of the states concernad. 
Nor was a policy which forbade 
froaternisation between the forces of 
occupation and thé Japanese people 
one which could in practice ba imple- 
‘mented, or which, even df it could, 
was desirable. 

Allied policy has now secured the 
complete destruction of all the armed 
forces in Japan. So long as Br'tish 
and American fiorees were in that 
country, that was a possible position 


‘but it was apparent. that they could | religious war; Egypt full 


not be maintained there on a ner- 


RESP 


Germany is a 


NS 


SH 
BILITY 


festering sore 


f hie more first-hand reports that reach us of conditions in 
the British Zone of Germany, the more gloomy does the 


over-all picture appear. 


There is, indeed, no reason to suppose 


that they are worse there than in the French, American and 


Russian Zones; but naturally it 
is from the British Zone that 


of a school in the British Zone, for 


most of our news arrives: and | °X2mple, writes: 


this one is our responsibility. 


Much of the suffering is, of 
course, an inevitable and_ direct 
aftermath of total war, with the 
destruction of cities, breakdown of 
communications, separation and 
ereavement of families. Much of 
the bitterness is a legacy of totali- 
tarianism, and how endemic this has 
become is revealed in a brilliant 
account of “ The German Background 
Today,” by Grigor McClelland, a 
member of the Friends’ Ambulance 
Unit, published lately as the first of 
a series of memoranda on world- 
affairs, by the National Peace 
Council, We would strongly recom- 
mend this paper to all who talk glibly 
about measures of “ de-nazification.” 


But one gains the impression that 
most Germans would resign them- 
selves to these direct results of total 
war, and conquer their bitterness in 
an effort to make the best of it, 
were it not for the indirect results— 
the widespread callous incompetence 


in | and corruption of the administration 


in an article by 
in The Tribune, 
petty tyrannies 


(exposed again 


Nov. 22), and the 


like | which must be even harder to bear. 


It is noticeable that almost every 
despatch reaching us harks back to 
the BAOR wives. The headmistress 


“Hatred of the English is growing from 
day to day. Refugees are just pushed into 
houses by force with hag and baggage and 
told to shift for themselves. They often 
have to stand in the streets waiting for 
billets until far into the night. For the 
most part they are put into absolutely bare, 
unfurnished rooms .. . and they have no 
furniture, not even bedding, of their own. 
Every house and flat is full to bursting. 

“‘In our road every second or third house 
is already occupied by English families or 
is being got ready for them. For wecks 
painters and paper-hangers have been at 
work on the house opposite us, which was 
already in an excellent atate of repair. 
(We cannot get the least bit of paint, let 
alone wallpaper. Our doors and frames 
are all bare wood). Another house _ is 
already furnished from top to bottom, with 
carpets and everything, while the refugees 
sleep on the bare earth. Every house in 
the Paderbornerweg, the road where we 
used to live, is occupied by English 
families, one—it is true, a detached house 
with eleven rooms—by an English officer 
and his German mistress only. In the 
others there are English couples, each with 
at most one child, and a whole staff of 
servants. We have got used to that; we 
Jost the war. Many people wish for the 
bombers back, for this slow torture is much 
worse. No one believes in the good in- 
tentions of the British any more; everyone 
talks only of their hypocrisy.” 


This report is fully confirmed by 


a German member of the War 
Resisters’ International, who adds: 
“Tt rests entirely with the in- 


dividual soldier living in our house 
to decide whether we shall be granted 
a part of our garden or not.” 

We cite these particular examples 
of tyranny, not because they are 
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outstanding, but because they are 
typical: typical, and yet at the same 
time individual, and therefore 
imaginable, as statistics are not, It 
is, perhaps, as well that we cannot 
imagine too much, for the fever of 
the imagination paralyses action. 

It is clear that Germany is becom- 
ing a festering sore, which will 
poison the whole body of Europe 
unless immediate remedies are 
applied. Yet, though that has hap- 
pened before, there is little sign that 
the lesson has been learned by the 
authorities. It is good to know that 
some of the BAOR wives themselves 
have been “appalled by the present 
situation,” and have started a “ Help 
the Germans Organisation ’’ (The 
Star, Nov. 27). But even the small 
measure of relief represented by the 
despatch of food parcels to the 
British Zone, welcome though it is, 
was not taken on the initiative of the 
Control Commission, and had to be 
wrung from the Government by 
pressure of English popular opinion. 

Nevertheless, that should give us 
heart. Our Government has proved 
itself not unresponsive to a generous 
impulse, and there are other things 
we can do. 

One thing, in particular, does seem 
to be within our reach. We can press 
for the repatriation of the German 
prisoners still in this country; and if 
that is impossible, for some mitiga- 
tion of their needlessly dismal con- 
ditions. The Socialist Leader (Nov. 
9) published an article by one of 
these PoWs, which drove home the 
injustice that is being done by their 
retention here, not only to themselves 
but to their families: “The families 

(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


~ RETURNING TO REALITIES 


OR three days of last week 

I did not see a newspaper. 

So I gained a certain detach- 

ment. On the fourth day, I 

returned to reality: and it 

seemed more like pandemonium 
than ever. 


India on the verge of civil and 
of riots 
against Britain, against the govern- 


manent footing nor was it practica- | ment, against each other; Palestine 


ble to leave throughout that country 
a stragetic vacuum. 


in the condition we know too well— 
only more so; Germany on the edge 


The United Nations have set up|of entire physical collapse; Greece 
‘the Military Staffs Committee to meet ; continually invaded by armed guerilla 


such a problem as this. This com- 


bands; “ Growing tension in Persia”; 


‘mittee must produce, and as rapidly |a coal-strike in USA that may pre- 


as possible, an 
natronal force. 
parts of the world where the main- 


integrated inter- 


cipitate one knows not what 


There were many | extravagance of anti-labour legisla- 


tion, and diminishes still further the 


tenance of troops was essentin! but | dwindled hopes of American aid for 


where the long continued mainten- 
ance of troops adhering to a_sing'e 
Sovereign power existed, it could only 
provoke suspicion and mistrust. 

_ Although the offiicial food ration 
1s only 1,500 calories, the speaker’s 
impress'on was thit the people got 
enough to eat—indeed the food level 
was higher than in Burma or India, 
a fact which was causing a certain 
amount of resentment in those coun- 
tries. It was not physical calories 
but moral and mental calories that 
were also required by the conquered 
_ the destruction in Japan has been 
immense, but does not have the same 
depressing effect as the destruction 
in Germany. There are no ruins to 
see. Where the bu‘ldings have gone, 
they have gone completely, and many 


of the open spaces are now rown 
over with grass. a 
ee 


WARM WELCOME 


We extend a warm welcome 
to the readers of Vera Brittain’s 
Letter to Peace-Lovers, who will 
be receiving the four December 
numbers of Peace News, Written 
mainly (though not exclusively) 
by pacifists, Peace News aims at 
presenting an objective commen- 
tary on world-affairs and for- 
warding those causes upon whick 
all sincere peace-lovers can co- 
operate. We trust that those who 
are reading it for the first time, 
will find it deserving of their 
continued support. 

Al a ee 


Europe; the perennial civil war in 
China; and in New York the noise of 
fine words, like disarmament, which 
mean absolutely nothing when tested 
by the reality of the conduct of the 
powers. On the credit side, the 
probability of an agreement, at long 
last, about Trieste; and the report 
that there are signs of a change in 
Russian policy. 

Perhaps nothing better could have 
been expected after the collective in- 
sanity of World War II. But much 
of the reality seems a good deal 
erimmer than anything one clearly 
imagined. India, for example. 


Villain of the piece! 


T is quite futile to try to apportion 

blame for the truly alarming con- 
dition of India. What has been 
pretty clearly demonstrated by now 
is that Britain is not the chief villain 
of the piece. The devil is religious 
intolerance, which has been controlled 
under British rule, and now, as that 
control is being resigned, bursts forth 
with horrifying ferocity. The funda- 
mental pre-requisite of effective 
democratic self-government, which is 
tolerance, is lacking in India. 

Mr. Gandhi a few years 
prophesied, with a_ resignation I 
found hard to share, that at the 
worst, if the British were to quit 
India—as he urged them to do—there 
would be a few years of anarchy and 
bloodshed. That may not be much in 
the long perspective of Indian _his- 


ago 


COMMENTARY 
by 
J. Middleton Murry 


tory, or against the background of 
Nirvana, But the protagonists of 
the communal conflict do not speak 
in those terms: they use the language 
of political democracy. Judged by 
the ethos of political democracy their 
behaviour is deplorable. 


Perhaps the democratic precedent. 
they look to is that of the American 
civil war, fought to keep the Southern 
States from seceding from the Union. 
It is for the Indians to decide 
whether they will follow it. But it 
is certainly not the mission of the 
British government to help the 
majority to coerce a_ religious 
minority of 90 millions; nor is it, any 
longer, its mission to prevent them 
from coercing each other. 


Communism and China 
analogous situation has 


N 

A developed in China. There, also, 
a very powerful minority refuses to 
take part in the Constituent 
Assembly. There, also, the mere 
machinery of democracy is installed, 
but the spirit that is its motive 
power is completely lacking. And 
once again, as so often before, one 
is compelled to ask whether the 
application of the conceptions’ of 
Western democracy to the Far East 
has not been a disastrous illusion. 

In relation to the political realities 
of the Far and Middle East, Com- 
munism appears to have much more 
relevance than Western democracy. 
And Russian Communism, it will be 
remembered, first declared itself in 
its true colours by its forcible disso- 
lution of the Constituent Assembly. 
A Constituent Assembly from which 
an important minority holds aloof is 
already defeated in its prime purpose, 
which is to establish a comprehensive 
democratic state. 

Such a thing appears alien to the 
habits of the Far East—and to those 
of quite a large part of Europe as 
well. To make democracy work re- 
quires a long process of political 


education; perhaps also a widespread 
indifference to religion, whether of 
the old metaphysical variety or the 
new materialistic sort. At any rate, 
it is well to remember that the 
century in which Parliamentary 
government and the Cabinet system 
established itself in England was the 
century of rationalism par excellence. 


Compose the passions 


MPHE news that Nehru is coming to 
London, after all, to take part 
with Jinnah, in the London talks, is 
welcome. It is said that he changed 
his mind only after a personal appeal 
from the Prime Minister, But though 
the news is welcome, it justifies no 
optimism. There have been many 
such talks before; but they have pro- 
duced no real result. The positions 
which the protagonists on either side 
have publicly taken after apparent 
agreement have been equivalent to a 
repudiation of the agreement: with 
the result that the situation has 
steadily deteriorated, not improved. 
Each side has acted irresponsibly, 
and with what I must call bad faith, 
towards the constitutional plan of the 
Cabinet mission: Congress, by sug- 
gesting that the Constituent 
Assembly could reject the grouping 
by provinces which was an essential 
part of the Cabinet Mission’s plan; 
the Moslem League, by entering the 
Government in order not to co-operate 
but to make it unworkable. One 
would like to believe that more talks 
may compose the passions now seeth- 
ing in India. But, since the parties 
distrust each other, it is improbable. 


Russia accepts ? 


NMR. MOLOTOV’S | disarmament 
proposal, in its latest form, pro- 
duced on Nov. 28, runs thus: 


“To ensure the adoption of measures for 
the reduction of armaments and the pro- 
hibition of the use of atomic energy for 
military purposes, there shall be estab- 
lished within the framework of the Security 
Council, who bear the main responsibility 
for international peace and security, an 
international centrol operating upon the 
basis of a specia} provision, which should 
provide for the establishment of special 
organs of inspection, for which purpose 
there shall be formed (a) a commission for 
the control of the execution of decisions 
regarding the reduction of armaments and 
(b) a commission for the control of the 
execution of decisions regarding the pro- 
hibition of the use of atomic energy for 
military purposes.” 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 
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ORIENTAL 
DREAM 


HERE is something deeply 
pathetic in the spectacle of 

the Japanese nation—its long 
struggle to escape the fate of 
other eastern peoples ended, 
its country being fast converted 


into an American colony—solemnly 
undertaking to ‘“ renounce war.” 


What importance can we attach to 
the gesture, made in such circum- 
stances? At first sight, none at all. 
Had the Japanese Government re- 
nounced war four years ago, the 
event would have been epoch-making;! 
but four years ago (if a report cir- 
culated in Human Events is to be 
trusted), even an offer of peace with 
Britain, on terms most favourable 
to Japan, was ignored by the Tojo 
Cabinet. 


Yet those reporters who are not 


merely derisive agree that the 
Japanese themselves’ take _ their 
renunciation perfectly seriously. 


Indeed, they are astonishingly proud 
of a gesture which, they feel, has 
restored to them the leadership of 
the world—a moral leadership, since 
material leadership has failed so 
disastrously: and we should do ill to 
dismiss this reaction too hghtly. 


We may admit that it ts a “ com- 
pensatory dream ”——the Japanese just 
cannot relinquish a belief in their 
national mission, so intimately bound 
up with religious traditions. We may 
admit that a pacifism so suddenly 
acquired is not to be relied on, that it 
might give way no less suddenly to 
militarism once more, were circum- 
stances all at once reversed. Never- 
theless, the very fact of a war-like 
nation, in any circumstances, dis- 
covering a new unity and self-respect 
in the renunciation of war, is not 
without significance for the future. 


Moreover, we may recall that the 
situation is not unprecedented. It 
was at the moment of their deepest 
material and military humiliation that 
the Jewish people discovered a new 
interpretation of their mission, when 
the voice of the second Isiah rang 
out beside the waters of Babylon: 
and few will be so bold as to assert 
that that “ compensatory dream ” has 
had no significance for mankind. 


The Japanese are said to be 
imitators. For the last eighty 
years they have been: their militar- 
ism has been an imitation of ours. 
But prior to Commoadore Perry’s 
fatal visit, they had been living 
at peace longer than any nation 
of Europe, and it may quite well be 
that what appears a new. de- 
parture, in the direction of moral 
initiative, is in reality a reversion to 
traditions more natural to them- 
selves than the second-hand mili- 
tarism of this century. 


What is required is somebody or 
something capable of confirming the 
Japanese in their new, and ancient, 
persuasion. General MacArthur can 
hardly do that. He is, by all 
accounts, an empire-builder of the 
best traditional type: just, efficient, 
unshakably convinced of his duty to 
bring the western way of life to 
lesser breeds: realistic and wise 
enouch to reject measures that would 
needlessly affront the susceptibilities 
of his subjects, but hardly wise or 
realistic enough to let their eccentric 
gestures determine his course of 
action. 


If only another nation, at the 
moment of its supremacy, would 
adopt the same course as Japan, the 
renunciation of war might be in- 
vested with new prestige. If India, 
the first of the oriental countries to 
throw off the white man’s burden, 
should, on the day of her liberation, 
publicly renounce’ war, the miracle 
might really take place—and the 
veoples of the East unite in assum- 
ine the moral leadership of the 
world, There would be more hope 
of that were Gandhi twenty years 
vounger. Still—faith in miracles to- 


day seems the only alternative to 
despair. 


AMERICA, RUSSIA 
and PACIFISM 


MERICAN jubilation over 
the sweeping Republican 
victory last month did not 
altogether drown a few ances- 
tral voices, prophesying war. 


A former Congressman, G. H. 
Tinkham, foretold: “ The Republicans 
will win the 1948 Presidential election, 
and the new GOP President will take 
office just when the post-war boom 
starts to bust. The dangerous years 
ahead will begin in 1950-1 and they 
will ~be_ difficult for years to 
come. ...” 


Senator Peppin recalled that “ The 
Republican Party captured our 
government after the first world war, 
as they have now captured it after 
the second world waf, and we got 
inflation, depression, and _ isolation 
that led to world chaos and war.” 
These misgivings were made still 
more explicit over here. When “ the 
present abnormally high level of con- 
sumption expenditure” recedes, The 
Economist speculated, ‘Can the men 
thrown out of work—those now 
directly supplying the abnormal de- 
mand~be moved quickly enough ‘to 
some other form of capital work? 
Or will they be left on the labour 
market? It would be rash to predict 
what the answers will be to these 
questions.” 


It would be rash indeed. But we 
may be pretty sure of the answer 
Marxists will give, and have already 
given. The American unemployed 
will be neither left on the labour 
market nor absorbed into capital 
work; the impasse will be overcome 
in the now traditional twentieth 
century way, by massive rearma- 
ment, and most probably by war. 
Dollar-diplomacy is already paving 
the way. There is not much room 


’ 


for doubt which nation will provide 
the excuse. 

It is against that prospect, long 
ago foreseen, that we have to set 
the obstructive and expansionist 
policy of the Soviet Union, as _ wit- 
nessed, not only over the past twelve 
months, but even before the war with 
Germany was concluded. 


The Soviet leaders, after all, are 
Marxists; and according to Marxist 
theory, the ideals and_ idealistic 
policies proclaimed by nations, even 
if they are sincerely proclaimed, are 
powerless to divert the current of his- 
tory. That is determined by 
economic developments. We_ should 
not wonder, therefore, if Russian 
spokesmen, even when they pay lip- 
service to these ideals, concede noth- 
ing that might materialiy impair their 
chances of victory in war. To ex- 
pect them to do otherwise would be 
to doubt the sincerity of their 
Marxist profession; and there is 
really no need to pretend that Stalin 
is hypocritical in order to make out 
that he is good. 

Prof. Laski says he is convinced 
that Stalin would not prepare for 
war, if the western democracies could 
persuade him of their peaceful inten- 
tions. It sounds all right. But put 
it in other words, and what does it 
mean? That Stalin would not pre- 
pare for war, if he could be per- 
suaded that goodwill might decisively 
influence the current of history; 
Stalin would not prepare for war, if 
he could be persuaded that Marxism 
was untrue. I would like to see Prof. 
Laski trying to persuade even an 
English Communist that Marxism is 
untrue. 

There is no such thing as a “ Rus- 
sian enigma.” The attitude of the 
Russian state is one of the few 
things in Europe today that is not 


“The Third World War” 


by CLEMENT DUNN 


You hear the phrase everywhere: 

“The third worid war.” The 
politicians say it is unthinkable and 
do their best to make it probable, 
whilst nearly every person I meet 
thinks it proper to assert that it will 
come to pass. Should I proffer dis- 
agreement with them, T at once be- 
come a figure of contempt for my 
deficiency of insight. It is not that 
they want another war of course— 
nothing could be further from their 
thoughts—but “human nature being 
human nature and... ”—well, you 
know the argument! 

In my quiet moments —after my 
blood has cooled sufficiently—I ask 
myself: “ Why do people insist upon 
this affirmation of their belief in the 
third world war?”—aye, and such 
include many professing pacifists! 

Is it not personal vanity, my 
friends? We love to take credit for 
prophetic insight. Though the world 
should be damned in the process, we 
treasure the mental thrill of being 
among the clever ones who foretold 
the issue. Naturally, it soes against 
the grain to admit the blame as well 
ag the credit; and we would be indig- 
nant if it were suggested that our 
affirmation of the inevitability of war 
is the thing that makes war inevit- 
able. . 

Supposing then that I step into 
your miserable philosophy, You 
want me to believe in the inevitability 
of war. You cannot have 
both sides of the argument. If you 
expect another war, you do not expect 
a normal] future—such things as an 
old-age pension (or even middle-aged 
stature), retirement and its fruits, or 
a settled home, friends and _ tran- 
quility. When you argue for mar- 
riawe on grounds that one needs the 
companionship of a partner in later 
years. you contradict yourself. When 
von picture the future of your sons 
and daughters, vou are the victim of 
hallucinations. For this is the future 
you imvlv, and should face: 

“T have ten (or is it twenty?) 
tolerable years before me, and one 
of three conditions will befall me:— 

(a) I will die gruesomely by the 
atom bomb. or by some similar and 
terrible instrument of war; 

(b) I will aceidentally escape 


4 


ever 


such a death, but will die of starva- 

tion (physical and spiritual) re- 

sulting from the chaos—just as the 
more unfortunate Germans are do- 
ing today; or 

(c) I will, by rare chance, have 
escaped the first two probabilities, 
but my physical, mental and spiri- 
tual faculties will have been irre- 
parably damaged. 

Therefore, I wil be left with this 
approximate situation: assuming 
that I belong to the “victorious ” 
side the ideals for which I fought 
the last war will no longer have 
any meaning for me. The 
enormity of the moral horrors I had 
to condone in achieving them will 
so have stupified and stunned my 
conscience that it will thereafter be 
neutralised and incapable of re- 
sponding to the same values jit had 
known previously. In any case, 
sheer, desperation will force me to 
override all moral considerations, if 
happily I might wrest for myself 

“the meagre necessities of life out 
of a_ totally disrupted economy. 

This is what you mean when you 
prophesy the third world war. 

I maintain that there is a better 
way, and if you had the will you would 
find it. But first of all you have got 
to believe in it. If you are unwillins 
to take the initiative in such an act 
of faith, I cannot refrain from press- 
ing the inference that the guilt of our 
communal dilemma rests on your 
shoulders. That you have not so far 
taken such initiative is, I believe, due 
to the fact that you have not 
squarely faced up to the issue. 

You reply that our numbers are too 
small to be effective; that is quite 
irrelevant to the issue. The world, 
in the past, hag sprung some start- 
ling surprises, One thinks of the 
revolution in France when the pro- 


spects of the people seemed ai their 
lowest ebb. 


Ts it not reasonable to believe 
that the world i§ now ripe for another 
form of revolution—the refusal of the 
people of the world to tolerate the 
increasing oppression of per- 
netual war? When men have fully 
faced the implications, I think we 
shall get precisely that. 


THAT BOND 


PEACE NEWS reaches the British 
Zone of Germany, and we have 
received some appreciative letters 
from young German _ readers, 
grateful to know that all English- 
men have not the same vindictive 
feelings towards them, eager to 
assure us of their own active 
friendliness, and to knit the bond 
of peace closer between our two 
peoples, 

Peace News is one part of that bond, 
and we thank those supporters who 
have enabled it to become that; 
but we need to strengthen it and 
lengthen it, so that it joing not 
only Germans to Englishmen, but 
both to the other peoples of the 
world. 

Every penny contributed to the 
Peace News fund helps to do that, 
so please subscribe generously to 
a cause we must all have at heart. 

THE EDITOR. 
Contributions, Nov. 19--Dec. 1: £6 8s. 5d. 

Total for 1946: £570 11s. 11d. 

Please make cheaues, etc., payable to Peace 


News, Ltd., and address them to the Account- 
ant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road. N.4. 


enigmatic. Enigmatic, or incalcul- 
able, is the behaviour of people who 
either act on no principle at all (like 
Napoleon’ III last century), or to 
whose principles we have no clue. 
Stalin, like Hitler, is the perfectly 
logical exponent of a perfectly in- 
telligible theory, and therefore his 
actions are logical and_ intelligible 
also, Only those are bewildered by 
Russian policy who are either 
ignorant of political theory, or cannot 
believe that a political theory may 
be taken seriously—politicians are 
naturally prone to that illusion. If 
we once accept the fact that Stalin 
is sincere, we shall not be surprised 
by any of his lies; if we accept the 
fact that he takes the Communist 
ideal of an internatiwnal ciassless 
society to heart, all his treacheries 
and tyrannies will be understandable. 

Communists’ believe that the 
economic situation of the world must 
sooner or later precipitate war. They 
will naturally prepare for war, and 
choose the most favourable moment 
for it (which will not be sooner than 
they have mastered the atomic 
secret). They will certainly not be 
deterred by expressions of friendli- 
ness which, they believe, are power- 
less to alter this situation. 


Tremendous risk 


We, who believe that the common 
man’s craving for peace, given dis- 
interested leadership, might arrest 
the drive towards war, deplore these 
Russian manoeuvres. We see them 
playing into the hands of their 
enemies, and the enemies of peace. 
But we cannot deny their logic. 
Everything that has taken place 
since the Revolution has confirmed 
the Soviet Jeaders in their theory. 
It fits the facts—and ours, by the 
same token, does not. Ours. still 
waits to be proved. We can prove 
it only by making facts fit theory. 

There is only one way to relax the 
grip of Marxism on the Russian 
mind, and that is by acting in con- 
tradiction to economic necessity. 
There is one foreign policy which 
could relax the tension between the 
hemispheres, and that is the negation 
of all foreign policy—complete 
unilateral disarmament. Whether 
even that would succeed is question- 
able. It might be construed merely 
as an invitation, from the workers 
of Britain and America, to extend 
the benefits of the Soviet svstem 
throughout the world. It might be 
that only resolute’ non-cooperation 
with all that is evil in that system 
would make our true meaning 
apparent. In anv case it is a tre- 
mendous risk, But atomic war is 
said to be risky. The world situation 
has become insane and fantastic; no 
action is appropriate to it but one 
that is fantastic, and sane. 
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Impressions of Norway 


by W. DAVID WILLS 


HERE was only one other 

occupant in my carriage 
train from Oslo to 
He was a tall, elderly, 
grizzled man in knickerbockers, 
with rucksack, rod and gun. He 
reading a book about 
Norway under the occupation, 
and asked me if this was a new 
When he realised that I 
immediately 
(Typical, 
Norway is surely the one 
country in the world where the 


in the 
Rjukan. 


saw me 


book. 
was English, he 
became very friendly. 
this. 


English name is not mud). 


We talked of the occupation. He 
was a ship-owner, just off to his hut 
in the mountains for a few days 


shooting and fishing. That hut had 


been the rendezvous for the British 
paratroopers when they raided the 
heavy water plant. He had been in 
the underground military resistance, 
and had spent three years in a con- 
centration camp, 

Presently we got on to the war 
criminals, and he said: ‘‘ Of course a 
lot of noisy people were shouting for 
blood immediately after the libera- 
tion. but no-one takes ethe least 
interest now in our war criminal 
trials, I suppose something has to be 
done with these people, but its diffi- 
cult to know what. It’s useless to 
punish them. They should be cured, 


by some therapeutic process. If they 
are incurable and dangerous, then 


they should be locked up somewhere 
so that they can be made comfortable 
and as happy as men can be without 
freedom.” 

This was no vacifist speaking—it 
was an ordinary middle-class business- 
man who had fought the Germans. 
And neither was he exceptional 
many another casual conversation 
elicited a similar attitude. »For many 
Norwegians are very neaj to being 
pacifists without realising it, and the 
Norwegian resistance produced a 
great deal that is of interest to naci- 
fists. a 


Pointless violence 


Mv. ship-owning friend notwith- 
standing, the bulk of the Norwegian 
resistance was non-violent. In the 
early, spontaneous days of the resist- 
ance, there was some rather pointless 
violence—beatings up of quislings 
and so on—-but news of these was 
quickly passed round ag examples of 
what not to do. When the resistance 
acquired an anonymous underground 
leadership, a nci-violent policy was 
specifically laid down, because it did 
not seem logical to oppose the Nazis 
with their own methods. 

Norwegian resistance differed in 
other ways also from that of other 
countries. For example, it wags not a 


*T am 


I GLADLY plead guilty to a 
™ technical fault, not only be- 
cause I believe in the justice 
of the cause being fought for, 
but even more because I be- 
lieve in the method of fighting 


chosen —the method com- 
monly called “passive re- 
sistance.” It should really 


be referred to as “ peaceful 
resistance” or “ non-violent 
resistance,” for resistance is 
an active force, but with a 
different kind of activity 
from violence. 


A careful examination of the subject 
will disclose the fact that anyone 
who makes an honest trial of non- 
violent resistance emerges from 
the experiment morally strength- 
ened, whereas ethical stanlards of 
all kinds are lowered among those 
who engage in violent warfare, as 
is very evident in the world today. 

Most of us who hold the privileged 
position of Europeans in South 
Africa have given willing support 


to a violent war for six years. Has I 
that so deadened our conscience 
that we cannot see the moral 


superiority of the struggle being 
waged by Indians in our midst at 
present? 


resistance group! ; 
thine which people joined. 


supporter of quislings. Thus 


came to, confident that he would re 
ceive help and protection from perfec 
strangers. 


Open and Flagrant 


Then, although the direction was 


necessarily underground, the resist 


ance itself was open and flagrant. The 


clergy—employees of the state—said 


* We are only employees of the state 
so long as the State represents the 


people. whose servants we are 


Therefore, while we shall continue to 
serve the people, we no longer recog- 


nise the authority of the state.’ 


This meant not only open disobedi- 
also the sacrifice of 
But the action was unani- 
mous, apart from a handful of quis- 
The clergy defeated 


ence: it meant 


salary. 


line parsons, 
the Nazis. 


The disobedience of the teachers 
was as flagrant and as unanimous as 
When they were 
ordered to hang a picture of Quisling 
in every schoolroom they did so—and 
gave g lecture to their pupils on the 
When told 
to do certain other things, which they 
considered wrong, they flatly refused. 


that of the clergy. 


iniquity of his behaviour. 


So obstinate were they that seven 
hundred of them were selected for 
econdign punishment. 

In every school in Norway, at this 
time. a statement wag read to the 
chitdren telling them what was hap- 
pening, and solemnly promising them 
that their teachers would never, what- 
ever the consequences, betray them by 
teaching them things which they 
knew to be false; and urging them, if 
the schools should be closed, to con- 
tinue their studies privately, that they 
might be able in their time to defend 
the ideals for which their teachers 
were now fighting. The seven hun- 
dred teachers endured horrors—and 
they, too, defeated the Nazis. 

Similar stories could be told of 
every aspect of Norwegian life. The 
resistance was so resolute and so 
unanimous, that even the telephone 
wires of the Gestapo were tapped, 
and warnings sent to people about to 
be arrested. But the great thing for 


us about this successful movement, is 


that it was non-violent. Of course, 


oe was not Christian nacifism at its 
est. 
ism of any kind. They boycotted 
Germans, refused to sit near them in 
buses, were cold and unfriendly to 
them at all times. 
non-resistance to evil, and its over- 
Coming With good. But it was per- 
haps the biggest step towards it, ever 
taken by a whole nation, 


It did not profess to be pacif- 


This was not the 


proud to. 


It was not some- 
It was an 
attitude which everybody was assumed 
to have, unless he were an geome 
if a 
Nazj victim were in a tight corner, 
with the Gestapo close at his heels, 
he would run into the first house he 


FREE 
ITALIAN 


Fredrick Lohr ig well known, 
if not by name, to many thous- 
ands who have heard him speak 
at open-air meetings in London 
and elsewhere throughout the 
4 war. 


iv Readers will welcome this ar- 
ticle—the second of a series of 
his despatches from Southern 
Italy. 

Avellino, Nov. 22. 


: to the polls for the Muni 
cipal elections. Till 


tepid interest, 
crowds in the 
*| Emanuele press 
sneaker to hear 


but = tonight 
Corso 
around the 
the 


tings as we know them ‘in England 
There have been very few 


the loud speakers in the streets. 


Bolted and barred 


Into the Bar 4 : 
rasping of a badly adjusted amplifier. 


Again and again it is drowned by 


jeers and whistles. Then, the crash 
ters of the cafe rattle down, and the 
rear doors are closed, bolted and 
barred ! 


The situation strikes me as ludi- 
crous. We are a group of six people 
around a table in a popular and ani- 
mated cafe, and suddenly the atmos- 
phere is quiet and empty. I look at 


my companions, Guido explains 
gently: 
“Tt is the freedom of speech we 


have now . L’Uomo Qualunque has 
his turn to speak tonight, and there 
are some who do not like to hear.” 

“Because they are fascists?” I sug- 
gest. He shrugs his shoulders—‘So 
the Communists say.” 


“But the shutters.” I enquire, “Why 
are we bolted in?” Antonio explains 
—‘The proprietor here, he fears for 
his windows now we make the free 
speech.” 


We rise to go, A waiter unbolts 
the heavy doors, and we emerge into 
a street jammed by a dense throng. 
All Avellino seems to be interested 
in politics tonight, yet this party of 
’'Uomo Qualunque started only last 
March. Experienced politicians pro- 
phesied it would not last an election, 
but it hag gone from strength to 
strength. 


In the centre of the crowd a sway- 
ing mass voices rhythmically the 


.... plead 


NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE 
IN AFRICA—EUROPEAN GIRL’S WITNESS 


AS previously reported in Peace 
News, a resistance movement 


has been on foot for some time 
among the Indian settlers in South 
Africa, who, after being deprived 
of direct Parliamentary represent- 
ation and the Municipal franchise, 
are now prevented from acquiring 
land by a new decree, based on ra- 
cial discrimination. 

Dr, Naicker, Chairman of éhe 
Passive Resistance Council, wrote 
in his letter to a Huropean (June, 
1946): 


Indians have been in South Africa 
now for 85 years, and in the measure 
of their possibilities, they have con- 


tributed ta the prosperity 
ment of the Union. 

As you are aware, they were asked to 
migrate from India, and towards the.end 
of the jast century they were encouraged 
by the state to settle in South Africa 
and make this country their home. 
While they have remained loyal to the 
spiritual inheritance of their race, they 
have adjusted themselves to their local 
enviranment. They have adopted a 
western way of life... . 


and develop- 


realise that many of _ those 
taking part in this movement are 
using the non-violent technique 
merely as an expedient, but even 
so, they will experience what 
Pandit Nehru has called “ exhil- 


The cry was raised by some European 
public men that if the so-called Indian 
Penetration was left unchallenged, the 
whole of Natal would be in the hands 
of the Indian. 

What is the factual position? Of the 
8,000 acres in the old Borough the 
Indians own 326 acres. As you know, 
there is a very acute housing problem 
for all sections. This shortage is more 
marked when we come down to the 
lower income group. Over 85 per cent. 
of the Indians in S. Africa fall in this 
group. 

What has our City Council done to 
alleviate the position? The Council's 
expenditure on housing was £7 3s. 4d. 
per head for Europeans and 17s. 6d. per 
head for the Indian population. ... 
The resistance now takes the form 

of squatting on waste land. It has 
been of a non-violent nature, and 
nore than one European has taken 
up their cause. 

Mary Barr, who preferred thirty- 
three ‘days imprisonment to the 
payment of a £3 fine, for her part 
in helping the Indians, read a 
statement to the court, which ts 
given in an adjacent column. 


aration” at the inner knowledge 
that they are doing the ethically 
right thing and harming no one— 
rather winning their opponents. 
Those, however, who are using this 
method with a firm belief in its 


SPEECH IN 


N Sunday the Avellinesi go 


today 
_| electioneering has aroused but 
the 
Vittorio 
loud- 
harangue of 
?PUomo Quolunque. During these past 
weeks of political campaigning in the 
Neapolitan area, I have seen no hus- 


indoor 
meetings, and speakers do not mount 
open-air rostrums. The propaganda is 
all made through microphones in com- 
mittee rooms, and hecklers whistle at 


Lanzara covies the 


of breaking glass; in a trice the shut- 
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THE 


ELECTIONS 


obstructionist directions of its hidden 
leader. The spluttering loud speaker 
comments caustically: “Citizens, ob- 
serve the conduct of the Russophiles. 
Regard the Communist idea of free- 
dom, Viva the new Democracy!” I 
think I detect a note of bitter irony 
in this last utterance; the speaker 
may be thinking beyond the immedi- 
ate moment ! 


The greater part of the crowd 
stands stolidly silent, but the heaving 
- centre replies furiously to each jibe. 
Across the street a few men lean 
from a first floor baleony. I take it 
they are officials ot UUcemo Qual- 
unque, for angry cries and clenched 
fists are directed towards them. An 
extraordinary number of people seem 
to be equipped with police whistles, 
which they blow at drregular inter- 
vals. 


The loud speaker now gives up the 
unequal contest and the disciplined 
opposition jubilantly celebrates its 
victory. But this is short-lived for 
there is a sudden tumult and a wild 
scattering. The police have gone 
into action on benalf of public order, 
and the new right of Italians to voice 
freely their opinions. There is some 
rough scuffling, and for a moment 
the situation looks ugly! But the 
Communists restrict their resistance 
to excited volubility. The centre of 
the road is cleared and the loud 
speaker takes advantage of the lull 
to blare out again: 


“Avellinesi, do not be hoodwinked 
by political opportunists ! Ask the 
soldiers from the Russian front what 
the Communist paradise is like.” 

Ugly situation 

There is some clapping at this, and 
I gather that there are present ex- 
soldiers from the Russian and Yugo- 
Slav fronts. L’Uomo Qualunque has 


a hard core of embittered ex-service 
men. 


Now, in response to some particu- 
larly lurid anti-communist invective, 
there is a fresh outburst from the 
heaving centre—which is again back 
in the middle of the road—and a fur- 
ther altercation with the police. 
Finally the communists compromise , 
with permission to sing the “Inter- 
nationale.” I cannot recognise the 
tuneless noise they make as anything 
like the inspiring ‘revolutionary 
hymn. As they file away I am sur- 
prised to see how few they are, and 
remark upon this to Antonio. “Yes,” 
he agrees, “but they are worth their 
weight in gold to their opponents.” 

“How so ?” —“Well, every demon- 
stration such as this adds many votes 
to ?Uomo Qualunque !” 


FREDRICK LOHR 
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guilly 
inherent rightness and effectiveness 
will gain from it, not only some 
strength of character, but also a 
“joie de vivre” that is well illus- 
trated by Mahatma Gandhi, whose 
example we are trying to follow. 
The battle will assuredly be won if 
we have patience. 

J PLEAD thus, not in the hope of 
a mitigated sentence, but rather 
in the hope that you and others 
may experience the satisfaction of 
holding a similar belief ..... 

If that happy day should come, your 
change of heart must be attributed 
not to the explicit suggestion of 
two or three accused, but to the 
cumulative effect of the dignified 
and convincing behaviour of the 
scores of resisters who have come 
before you in this court, and also 
to the appeal which the essential 


justice of their cause must make to 
your sense of fair play. 


x 
peRoM India itself, news reaches us 
- that Mr. Gandhi has lately em- 
barked on what he describes as a 
“new experiment in the technique of 
non-violence.” Accompanied only by 
Dr. N. Bose, he has left for 
Srirampur, a village in Eastern Ben- 
gal, inhabited almost entirely by 
Moslems, since ail the Hindus, save 
for about ten families, have fled in 
consequence of thea riots which have 
devastated: the village. 
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——— leaders’ 
‘England is deliberately starving us 


OW it may be nearly a year 


that we first got a copy 
of Peace News, and ever since 
we have been anxious to get, 
and increasingly delighted to read, 
the following editions. We feel it 
our duty to acknowledge the heavy 
debt of gratitude we owe you. 


Freedom and peace-loving people in 
Germany have always been looking 
upon England as the champion of de- 
moeracy with its tolerant conception 
of life. It was from this point of view 
that in 1930 we started an exchange 
of schoolchildren between our respec- 
tive countries. In 1933, no doubt, 
this scheme was due to break down. 
With it broke the many precious 
threads connecting us with friends 
that side of the channel. News 
from there became more and more 
rare and was wholly lost in 1939. 


‘““ For as 
A wider viewpoint 


cannot let Dr. O. P. Clark’s letter 

pass without comment. Nobody 
disputes the fundamental! object of the 
PPU, but the real question is; how 
is that object to be attained ? There 
is no single cause of war. It is the 
outcome of social, political and econo- 
mic maladjustments all over the 
world and a more objective approach 
to pacifism is likely if more people 
have a wider knowledge of these 
three factors with their varied im- 
plications. 


The abolition of war will not be 
completely achieved im isolation. Only 
as we: develop ‘cur ethical and moral 
standards to a far higher level than 
they are to-day are we likely, as a 
people, to insist on a civilised settle- 
ment of international disputes. Large 
nunfoers of people will not sign the 
Peace Pledge until their sympathies 
are fully awakened by the apprecia- 
tion of the many injustices, wrongs 
and cruelties that surround us so 
closely to-day when the war is over. 


I have in mind the death penalty, 
the barbarities of medical research 
called vivisection, the savageries of 
hunting and coursing, the flesh trade, 
and many other outrages affecting 
both human and sub-human. All 
these things are a direct contribution 
to “war mentality.” For instance, 
the similarity between blood sports 
and war has long been recognised, 
and I simply cannot reconcile a “rider 
to hounds” being “a sincere and genu- 
ine pacifist” as Dr. Clark believes 
possible. Nor can I imagine a sin- 
cere pacifist supporting the death 
penalty—if he does, then clearly he 
has not lcoked very deeply into the 
subject of his propaganda. 


These things are not “dangerous 
side issues” at all. It is mv con- 
sidered view that the cause of naci- 
fism will be best served bv its adher 
ents holding far wider views and a 
much warmer sympathy for every 
form of sentient life than they apnear 
to hold at present; nfere repetition of 
the Peace Pledge is not enough. 
Let Peace News stand for the ex- 
pression of constructive thought 
on every ferm of social. political and 
economic problem as the best and 


CATARRH 
THs commonest of all disease con- 


ditions amongst civilised peoples, 
greatly impairs mental efficiency, lowers 
resistance to infection, and generally 
debilitates its innumerable victims. The 
true remedy is to de-toxicatethesystem, 
restore the'clean bloodstream of youth, 
artd then reform the diet and other 
habits of living. 

Garlic—a prescription with 66800 
years of history—is a most powerful 
disinfecting. agent ; and greatly helps in 
neutralising and liquifying catarrh. 

Send stamps 5d. for two 20-page 
booklets about Garlic in its modern 
deodorised forms. which impart no taint 
whatever to the breath or person. 


Allysol Company, Fairlight, Sussex 


In the long run of war we were al- 
ways happy to hear the voice of Eng- 


land in the broadcast. It sounded 
like the voice of a friend, and we 


longed for the day that was to bring 


this friend over to our country to 
free us from the growing pressure of 
tyranny. By the day of surrender 
this feeling had spread over the vast 
majority of the German people, in- 
cluding a heavy number of Nazis. 

But, alas! the day proved quite 
different from that prom*sed by the 
would-be victors . All the solemn 
promises—that the German _ people 
would not, as a whole, be treated as 
enemies, and that a speedy return to 
normal ways of living) would be ar- 
dently promoted by the Allies, etc..— 
seemed quite forgotten. The tender 
hands were thrust back, non-fratern- 
isation inculcated. 

Up to that day much goodwill had 
erown towards an investigation of 
responsibilities, a renewal of the bases 


Page—— 


of national life, a profound desire 
to be incorporated in the family of 
democratic nations, and of co-operat- 
ing with them. But the attitude of 
the victors was like the cold blast 
under which the tender blossoms 
wither away. They did not even 
recognise their veriest friends, but 
professed to treat all Germans alike. 
If it had been their aim to compromise 
democracy, th's would have been the 
appropriate method, and one should 
think that it needed little insight to 
understand that. 


From that day on democracy 
became a thing mocked at by nearly 
all the people, and the position of its 
friends is almost hopeless. You may 
listen to gatherings of people where 
you like—in railway cars, in front of 
shops and within them—you are ab- 
solutely sure never to hear a word jin 
favour of England. Beyond that, it 
is a general belief that England is 
deliberately starving wus. 


say the Germans 


It is of little effect to point to the 
activities of people of goodwill in 
England, because it jis too obvious 
that their influence upon the authori- 
ties, however well-meant, is too small 
to change matters essentially. 

Thus, by inability and short- 
sightedness we German pacifists find 
us nearly overwhelmed by the rising 
tide of nationalist feeling which we, 
left alone by ourselves, feel it quite 
beyond our power to stem. 

Bearing that in mind, you~ will 
better be able to understand what, in 
our situation, it means to us to feel, 
by your paper, that beyond the watens 
there are friends understanding our 
distress and never ceasing to try to 
help us. Every word from you is 
like a warm and comforting sunbeam 
on a cold winter day. And our only 
rezret is not to be able to express lour 
gratitude by something more sub- 
stantial than words. 


KARL STRUVE. 


Wentorf, near Hamburg. 


much as ye have done it unto-one of these...” 


LETTERS to 


the EDITOR 


surest means of achieving that state 
of perfect peace we all of us profess 
to desire so much, 
J. A. TURNBULL. 
75 Rothwell Road, 
Gosforth, 
Newceastle-on-Tyne, 3. 


No side issue 


I HOPE that you will not take heed 
of Dr, O. P. Clark’s advice that 
you should not open your columns to 
articles and letters advocating the 
abolishment of capital punishment. 

I cannot think of any matter more 
pertinent to pacifism than “propa- 
ganda” that aims at removing the 
barbarcus practice of hansing a man 
until he is dead. The abolition of the 
death penalty would not be, and is 
not, a “dangerous s‘de issue.” It con- 
cerns the sanctity of human life, and 
pacifixm itself cannot embrace more 
than that. 

Peace. News should be proud to 
further such a deserving cvuse. 

ERNEST JONES. 
3 Church Terrace, 


Bl. Ffestiniog, 
North Wales. 


British hypocricy 
T seems to me regrettable that 
pacifists such as I take Mayo 
Reddingten to be, should be so readv 
to “put Peace News in the wrong,” 
while accusing it of a similar atti- 
tude to the British government. 

The voint at issue is a debatable 
one. Maurice Webb. after spending 
“some time” in Germany is entitled 
to his view of the occupation. My 
wife, who has been there since Sep- 
tember working for the Friends Re- 
lief Service, takes the exactly oppo- 
site view, and as she is of German 
birth, I prefer to believe her, 

She recently sent me a letter from 
a German Quaker in a respionsible 
position which dealt with the re- 
quisilioning of houses for BAOR 
wives, involving the eviction of ‘an 
average of 16 Germans from their 
homes for each British family of 
three or four installed in their places. 
Thev have to leave all their belong- 
ings behind except personal clothing 
and are then thrust into the houses 
of their already overcrowded neich- 
bours without so much as a blanket 
to sleen on. 

This letter concludes: “No one be- 
lievea in the good intentions of the 
British anv more; everyone talks 
only of theinhypocrisv.” 


SCOTT BAYLISS. 
Brickhurst Hill. 


Non-violence neglected 
qT is good to learn that the PPU 


National Council is taking the 


subject of non-violence so seriously, 
and attempting to work out its rele- 
vance ag 9 political factor. 


I have lone believed non-violence 
to he the most vital message that 


vacifism has to give to mankind. but 
have 
that so few pacifists attach any im- 
nortance to it. 
living «and 
have rarely heard non-violence, as a 
political 


equally lone felt disappointed 
Tn nerrly five verrs of 
working amone C.O’s. T 


k _ factor, discussed with any 
ab‘ding interest or sense of urgency. 


I hope my new experience here has 
not been that of others. 

The non-pacifist, I think, looks to 
pacifism not simply for anti-war and 
disarmament propaganda, but for a 
policy which offers some chance of 
facing physical violence itself with a 


strong front, upholding human values . 


the while, and perhaps rendering vio- 
lence powerless to continue its 
oppressive course. 

DONALD SCOTT. 


Denewood, Queen's Road, 
Wilmslow, Cheshire, 


Home for Christmas 
VWHAT a fine Christian gesture it 

would have been to have sent all 
the German Prisoners of War home 
for Christmas. Britain could have lit 
the light of hope in Europe. But it 
is not to be, because we as a nation 
lack the Christian spirit; also the 
energy and the initiative necessary 
for such a proposition. 

Therefore, for the moment the only 
thing that pacifists can do is to make 
these unfortunate men as comfortable 
‘as possible during their enforced con- 
finement. Every PPU branch which 
has not done so should. write 
te the loca] Prisoner of War Camp 
Commandant and ask him in what 
direction they could help to amelior- 
ate the lot of these men. They should 
also get in touch with the local MP 
and ask him to press for these men 
to be allowed to visit civilian homes; 
that local football] teams be all6wed 
to arrange matches and that local 
concert parties be allowed to visit fhe 
camps. 

If we could also arrange on Christ- 
mas Eve for every camp to be visited 
by carol singers it would hearten 
these men and strengthen their faith 
in human nature which has been so 
badly shaken. 
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CHRISTOPHER HILL. 
3 Scrope Avenue, 
Fifth Avenue, York. 


The third defence 


YVINTER in Europe is mainly a 
battle against cold—cold 
more bitter than in Britain, relent- 
lessly attacking the young, the old 
and the sick. Against it there are 
three defences — food, warmth and 
clothing. The Continent has none of 
these this year. 
@ About food and warmth we in 
Britain can do little, About cloth- 
ing we can do a great deal. In every 
home in Britain there are cast-off 
garments which might save the life 
of some fellow human in Europe. No 
dress, no coat, no underclothing is 
too old or too worn to be a-weapon 
in this battle against cold. 

This winter challenges the British 
people to: prove that their spirit of 
compassion and their sympathy for 
human suffering ‘is not dead. 

Every Common Wealth branch is 
willing to act as a depot for clothing 
—addresses will be given on appli- 
eation—or parcels may be sent direct 
to this office. May I appeal to your 
readers to help in this good cause ? 

W. J. TAYLOR. 
Political Secretary. 
Common Wealth. 
44 Bloomsbury Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


Their flagging faith 

q)UR compliments on your moving 
leader “To Help the Hungry” 

(PN 22.11.46), and on your sug- 

gestion that we give the government 

no rest until they do something about 

it. 

Whilst acknowledging that the 
government has the primary duty in 
this matter, we have looked—alas, in 
vain—for some mention of what paci- 
fists themselves are doing. 

Permission for overseas food-par- 
cels has at last been granted. Let 
us each put aside as much as is le- 
gally permissible of our Christmas 
“extras.” and send it to feed—if only 
for a little while—the flame of Life 
in the starving innocent. And let each 
of us, in the name of the conscience 
we cherish, resolve to eat only a nor- 
mal, everyaay meal this Christmas— 
better still, let us do without dinner 
on that day altogether. 

Such a concrete expression of 
fellowship in suffering can be of the 
deepest moral value in to-day’s world 
of cynicism. Tf all those willing 
to co-operate. inform PPU head- 
quarters, so that the gesture ceuld be 
collectively recorded and given pub- 
Heity, it might well be the means of 
stirring other consciences, And if 
it could be brought to the ears of the 
German POW’s, their flagging faith 
might be a little revived. But, apart 
from all publicity, we just cannot 
afford to make Christmas an excuse 
for stuffing food into well-fed bellies, 
if that same food could save a dving 
child. “For as much as ye have done 
it unto one of these...” 


DOUGLAS & MOLLY NICHOLSON, 
Broadgate, Warmington, 
Nr. Peterborough. 


The big idea 


JF “Veritas” (PN, November 15) 
would study the objective of 
those who control the economic 
destiny of England and the British 
Empire. starting with Nesta Web- 
ster’s “World Revolution,” he would 
understand that the scheme of 
exporting our native stock and the 
encouragement for importing fore'gn- 
ers is not so crazy as is at first 
apparent: It is an excellent means 
whereby to help destroy the inherit- 
ance of British culture towards the 
establishment of the Big Idea of a 
World State controled by a World 
Government enforced hr a World 
Police Force—the jideal of most col- 
lectivists and well-meaning if mis- 
guided pacifists who are among its 
most enthusiastic supporters. 
D. U 


SHER. 
W.C.1. 


Londen, 


WINTER SPORTS IN 


SWITZERLAND 
THE RIVIERA 
CHANNEL ISLANDS 


Guaranteed SUNSHINE is the slogan of 


the above-mentioned holiday resorts. 
Special Services by Air for the Winter 
Sports Season in Switzerland. 
Seats by Air and Rail and Steamer 
guaranteed, but early booking essential. 
Send for Winter Resorts 
Brochure. 
Air, Rail and Steamer to 
all parts. 


G. °F. HUELIN, 


(late Holmes and Huelin), 
7 ARGYLE RD., ILFORD ESSEX. 
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THE GATE 


NEW international :review of 
literature and art under the 
title of The Gate will make its first 
appearance as a quarterly in the New 
Year. It will be bilingual, with con- 
tributions in English and German, as 
one of its chief objects is to bring 
about friendship between the two 
peoples along cultur 1 lines. 

“Tf The Gate can be an instrument 
of reconciliation for all Europe it will 
deserve all the help thoughtful people 
can give it,” says Prof. Gilbert 
Murray in a foreword to the first 
issue. Other contributors include: 
Vera Brittain, C. Jinarajadasa, Storm 
Jameson, Wilhelm Unger, Lutz 
Weltman, Stephen Spender, Edward 
Sackville-West, and many others. 
Herman Hesse, the German Nobel 
Prize winner of 1946, will also be 
contributing to the first number. 

The Control Commission in Ger- 

many is giving every encouragement 
by ordering 200 copies of The Gate 
for distribution in their clubs in Ger- 
many, but the cost will, of course, 
have to be met by the publishers. 

Subscription rates: 10s, a year. It 
is hoped, however, to reduce this to 
8s. annually on the second year of 
publication. Joint editors are Mar- 
garet Greig and Rudolf Jung, at 25 
Holland Park Avenue. London, W.11. 


tx. 


PHOENIX QUARTERLY 


The first issue of the Phoenix 


Young Czech 
home 


some of us. saw 
Channel boat slowly drawing 
alongside the quay at Folkestone on 
July 11 this year, we little: dreamt 
what strong links were about to be 
forged between Czechoslovakia and 
this country. The 200 Czech children 
on board were on their first visit to 
this country and were to remain as 
our guests for three months. 


From the height of the quayside 
they were a rather fiore-shortened 
and sickly bunch of tired children; 
their leaders and nurses who had 
borne the brunt of the long five days’ 
journey across Europe looked even 
more exhausted than the children. 
They were very disciplined and self- 
reliant, without being subservient, 
and crateful for all we did for them 
on the long last lap to the camp at 
Marlow. From the first moment we 
became friends and all through the 
six weeks of camp life the little 
cosimunity developed a firm unity. 

Expeditions were arranged to visit 
London. Every child went with a 
party of others to see such historical 
monuments as St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
Westminster Abbey and the Houses 
of Parliament. But interesting as 
these places were to all of them— 
children and teachers’ alike — the 
greatest centre of fascination and 
wonder was the Children’s Gallery at 


WUHEN 


Quarterly is still available and among 
its contributors are G, D. H. Cole, 
Vera Brittain C. S. Lewis and An- 
drew Buchanan. In a recent adver- 
tisement in these columns the 
subscrintion rate for four issues was 
erron ously stated to be 7s. post free. 
We are informed that the price is 
Ts. Gd. post free. The address of 
Jason Press ig 21, Brownlow Mews, 
London, W.C.1. 


the Science Museum. Here they 
could handle the latest inventions and 
make use of lighting and electricity 
to serve their own imaginations. 

A number of the girls formed a 
dancing troupe, and led by a couple 
of their teachers, visited local garden 
fetes, much to the delight of the 
organisers, who found magic in their 
feet. 

the 


Steadily 


children became 


Ten Years Ag O 


PEACE NEWS, 


For the first time in the history of 
the Nobel Peace Prize—the most 
famous of its kind in the world— 
the award of £8,000 has been made to 
a@ pacifist, not on account of any easy 
propaganda work, but as a result of 


years of actual suffering for the sake 
of his faith. 


The prize is that for 1985 (no 
award having been made in that 
year), and it has been offered to, and 
accepted by, Carl Ossietzky, the now 
famous German non-violent war re- 
sister whose work and treatment by 
Nazi Germany has been given pub- 
licitu. more than once in PEACE 
NEWS. 


The German Minister to Oslo has 
indicated that Germany regards the 
decision.of the Norwegian committee 
responsible for administering the 


DECEMBER 5, ee 


prize as a “deliberate demonstration” 
against that country. 


* * * 

If war broke out, the Peace Pledge 
Union—a body of more than 150,000 
people pledged to complete pacifism— 
would, I suppose, be declared at ence 
an illegal body ...This question 
may pefore long be brought suddenly 
within the range of practical and 
highly controversial politics —A. J. 
Cummings, in Tuesday's “News 
Chronicle’’. 


* * « 

“Are the Peace Pledge Movement 
and Canon Sheppard sure that. they 
are right in selecting a political pro- 
cedure which may only serve to stim- 
ulate one state of emotion as against 
another 2?” 

Lord Allen of Hurtwood asked this 
question in a letter published in the 
“Manchester Guardian” recently. 


the 


visitors return 


sturdier and acclimatised to our 
weather and language. The leaders, 
nurses and teachers that came with 
them all worked unselfishly in the 
task of helping the children to get 
the utmost out of their visit to Eng- 
land, Then on one of the wettest 
mornings in August, we saw them off 


-from the camp to towns in the Mid- 


lands and North, where they were to 
become welcome members of Eng- 
lish families. Very svon the _ first 
letters came to us telling of new 
friendships and fresh experiences 
amongst foster-parents who had 
quickly become as fond of the chil- 
dren as we in the South had done. 


The six weeks soon passed and the 
day drew near for their return to 
London and departure home _ to 
Prague, The day before they sailed 
we joined them in a party—surely a 
king of parties—with delicious cakes 
and buns prepared by the hard-work- 
ing members of the Anglo-Czech Club 
in London. The day of sailing was 
fine and the children were in high 
spirits and looking bronzed and fit— 
so different from the p2'.d crowns 
we had met three mor..as’ before. 


Waiting for the boat to sail they 


entertained us (and all the passen- | 


gers on board) with song after song, 
and their cheers were the last linger- 
ing sounds we heard as_ the boat 
backed out of Newhaven harbour 
leaving us very forlorn and lonely, 
realising how much we had given of 
our lives and how richly we had been 
rewarded in love and friendship from 
those who in a few years will be the 
men and women of a country more 
than ever linked with ours. 


JOHN BARCLAY. 


*John Barclay is now Liaison 
Officer of the Reception Committee, 
Young People From Occupied Coun- 
ep 29, Portman Square, London, 

Hy 


* * * 


During 1945 and 1946 the Recep- 
tion Committee, YPOC, has brought 
no less than 10,000 children to this 
country, including 9,500 from Holland, 
600 from France, and these 200 Czech 
children, all of whom were received 
and accommodated in 174 British 
towns and villages. Each child, after 
staying several weeks in a holiday 
camp, went to live with a private 
family for eight weeks. 


In addition, thousands of British 


children, in whose homes the young | 


war victims from the Continent 
stayed, were given priority in 1946 
in an exchange scheme providing 
them with a fortnight’s holiday in 
Continental homes. Hundreds of 
other specially chosen boys and girls 
are waiting to come to Britain and 
very urgent requests have been re- 
ceived from Prague and Vienna. The 
Reception Committee needs £40,000 
to carry on its work. 


PEACE NEWS—5 


Save Europe Now 


F.O. Stamp For 
Food Parcels 


qt is now officially announced that 

food parcels may be sent by any 
private person in this country to in- 
dividuals abroad. Details were 
announced by the Ministry of Food 
this week and the scheme came into 
effect yesterday. 

It will be necessary, before sending 
a food parcel abroad—with the ex- 
ception of Germany—to obtain a 
Customs declaration form and com- 
plete details of the parcel’s contents, 
so as to obtain the Food Office’s 
rubber stamp. Post Offices will not 
accept parcels unless this procedure 
is followed, which also applies to 
parcels intended for service men 
abroad. In the case of Germany, 
parcels may be sent to the French, 
British and American Zones through 
Save Europe Now, 14 JHenrietta 
Street, London, W.C.2. 

In order to cope with the extra 
work involved in dispatzhng food 
‘parcels to the Continent before the 


December 6, 1946, 


Christmas holidays, Save Europe 
Now have ‘opened a new office at 15, 
James Street, London, W.C.2. (oppo- 
site Covent Garden Underground 
station) and Mrs. P. Duff informs 
Peace News that voluntary help will 
be welcome at any time during the 
week between 10 a.m. and 8.30 p.m. 

Under the scheme individuals may 
send one parcel per month weighing 
not more than 7 lbs. and containing 
not more than 2 Ibs. of one com- 
modity. 


Words of Peace - No. 198 
THE FULCRUM 


Love would put a new face on this 
weary old world in which we dwell as 
pagans and enemies too long, and it 
would warm the heart to see how fast 
the vain diplomacy of statesmen, the 
impotence of armies and navies, and 
lines of defence would be superseded 
by this unarmed child. Love will 
creep where it cannot go, will accom- 
plish that by imperceptible methods— 


being its own lever, fulcrum and 
power — which force could never 
achieve. 


—Ralph Waldo Emerson, in “Man 
the Reformer.” 
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A British 
responsibillty 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


1946 


of PoWs in this country wiil have 
to suffer twice. Now they are with- 
out the assistance of their sons and 
husbands and have to rely on financial 
help from communal relief funds. 
Later, when the prisoner, son or 
husband, has been repatriated, they 


COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


On the face of it, this means that 
Russia has now accepted international 
inspection and control of armaments 
reduction and the use of atomic 
energy. If Russia means business, 
it is good news indeed. 


But it is vague and abstract, and 
it contains a lurking contradiction. 


will again be worse off than their 
fellow-citizens because they will have 
to repay the advanced relief allow- 
ances.” 


“Most of the letters we get from 
home,” this writer continues, “are 
cries for help. I believe every man 
in Great Britain can imagine 
what it means when loved ones who 
depend on us for help call to us and 
we are not able to do our duty, 
especially in times like those in Ger- 
many today.” 


_ If these men cannot be sent back 
Immediately, because they are 
urgently needed here to tidy up rock- 
gardens, let us at any rate do what 
1s in our power to redeem their 
detention. We most heartily endorse 
Mr. Scott Bayliss’s suggestion, in last 
week’s Peace News, that they should 
be allowed to accept invitations to 
English homes this Christmas. We 
endorse also that contained in 
another letter from a PoW: 


_“\As you know, many German families 
living in the eastern parts of Germany 
were driven from their homes. Many of 
my fellow prisoners lost their homes in this 
way. but their relatives are still alive 
and went to the western part of Germany. 
Yet not all were sa lucky. Many received 
bad news like: sick, starving, missed: and 
then followed for some the last blow, an 
official looking letter with the word ‘dead’ 
in it. There is many a comrade of mine 
now without a home, without relatives and 
without friends. These men are hanging 
around without interest in life, doing their 
work with expressionless faces and with 
tired eyes. The sight of- them makes me 
sick-hearted sometimes. It is worst when 
mail arrives. Tey don't get any, of 
course, Who ehould write to them? 

‘‘T suppose you ean imaxine how deserted 
and lonely they must he feeling, and how 
out of these feelings will grow an unnecea- 
sary hatred fer an cnemy who committed 
such erimes. PDon't give them a chance 
‘er it! Show them thet there is something 
above all nations and politics ! 

“There is a very simple solution for 
this problem. If we could arrange some 
agreement with the War Ministry to allow 
these chaps ta correspond with young 
Englist and Polish people in this country, 
they would ferl after n while that they 
belong ta a big family again—the family 
of mankind. If possible, we could put to- 
gether people who suffered from this war 
in the same way. Let them exchange 
thouchts and find out whether the whole 
trouble has been necessary. See, many of 
them won't stay long in Germanv after 
their renatriation. some are not even Ger- 
mon citizens, Give them friends and com- 
panions for their way in the future.” 


THE PEACE ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN 
SCIENTISTS (British section) 
Statement of Purpose 

An international association 
for the promotion and extension 
of a Christianly Scientific peace, 
the members of which refrain 
from participation in war. This 
association functions as a pri- 
vate enterprise and not as an 
agency of the Christian Science 

Church. 

All those interested may obtain 
further information and litera- 
ture regarding the Association 
from:— 
William E, Gardner, 
24, Cheniston Gardens, 
Kensington, 


LONDON, W.8. 
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The proposed “ international control ” 
is to be established within the frame- 
work of the Security Council. It will 
operate on the basis of “a_ special 
provision” under which “ special 
organs ”’ of inspection will be formed. 
Whether these special organs are the 
two “commissions of control” men- 
tioned at the end of the proposal is 
not clear. 


Impliment proposals 


MJORE importantly it is not at all 
+¥% clear whether the operations of 
the “special organs of inspection ” or 
“commissions of control” will be 
subject to the veto-power. That the 
veto-power still reigns in the con- 
sideration of armaments reduction is 
evident. Will it also govern the 
activities of the inspecting and con- 
trolling authorities? If so, the 
proposition has no substance. But if 
Russia was, in fact, proposing that 
the Security Council should create 
autonomous bodies for this purpose, 
some real advance has been made, 
and the opportunity of further 
advance created. 

It is imperative to be clear on this 
matter. Quite rightly, therefore, on 
the following day, Mr. Hartley Shaw- 
eross pressed for a clarification of 
the Russian attitude. 

What he wanted to be clear about (he 
said) was whether the Soviet proposals 
were designed to give a system of pro- 
tection against violations of disarmament 
agreements, the establishment and opera- 


tion of which could not be prevented or 
obstructed by the exercise of the veto? 
the 


If Russia meant business, 
answer to that straight-forward ques- 
tion should have been a plain “ Yes.” 
Unfortunately, it was not. It was 
vague in the extreme. Seeing that 
Mr. Vyshinsky also rejected the 
Canadian and Australian amend- 
ments, which definitely put the 
machinery of control and inspection 
outside the reach of the Great Power 
veto, the indications are that, at 
present, Russia does not mean busi- 
ness, and that the disarmament pro- 
posal was in origin merely tactical, 
as it appeared to be. It may possibly 
become something more and some- 
thing better. 

Let Britain press that Mr. Molo- 


RESIDENT MINISTER NOW) 


with. That will quickly reveal 
whether or not the Russians have 
any serious intention. They have 


brought up a subject which, unless 
it is handled honestly, will do them 
great harm. Britain has everything 
to gain, and nothing to lose, by hold- 
ing them to it—if there is anything 
to hold them to. 


Inefficient totalitarians 


WVHY does the Government stand 
: out so stubbornly against the 
demand, which most of the Labour 
Party and the Opposition are press- 
ing, that there should be a Resident 
Mimmister in the British Zone? The 
whole House of Commons is now said 
to be deeply perturbed by what is 
happening in the British Zone; and 
well it may be. For a_ blunder—or 
a whole series of blunders—of 
terrible consequence has been made. 


Even the new proposal of recon- 
structing the British and American 
Zones by ‘pumping in capital” is 
based onthe restriction of German 
industry which the British agreed to 
under protest in March. The only 
excuse for that fantastic plan was 
that it presupposed the economic 
unity of Germany. To make it the 
basis of a plan for the Western 
zones alone is madness. We can but 
echo Mr. Gollancz’s demands set out 
in the New Statesman (Nov. 30): 

1. Send a Resident Minister of Cabinet 

rank to the British Zone. 

2. Do at least what we can to ease the 
food situation at the cost of some national 
sacrifice. 

3. Stop the export of coal for at least 
six months. 

4. Unless we come to agreement with 
Russia within a month, denounce Potsdam, 
and publish a final list of factories to be 
dismantled. 

5. Put a term and a very early one to 
de-nazification, 

Reform the financial strutture with- 
out a moment's delay. 

7. Press on with a five-year plan for the 
rehabilitation of German industry on a 
broad basis of public ownership and with 
an adequate export-impert programme. ? 

8. Stop behaving like inefficient totali- 
tarians and try a _ little liberalism, or 
democracy, or Christianity, instead. 


Postscript on Tagore 


WY way of postscript, I also draw 
4” to-the attention of my readers 
Mr. Gollanez’s letter in The Times 
Literary Supplement (Nov. 30), 
which gives particulars of the de- 
plorable barbarism of the British 
authorities in “de-nazifying” Ger- 
man libraries. For example, Tagore’s 
famous book on “ Nationalism ”—the 
book which converted Max Plowman 
to pacifism—has been confiscated by 
some cultural moron in a British 


tov’s proposal be implemented forth- uniform. 


Birmingham 
conscription protests 


Over 200 crowded to hear Victor 
Yates, MP, John Hoyland and Harry 
Hilditch speak on “ No Conscription,” 
in Birmingham recently, and £65 was 
subscribed on the spot towards a 
Town Hall meeting for January 10. 


A resolution was carried unan- 
imously registering emphatic protest 
against peace-time conscription, re- 
garding it as a betrayal of the work 
of the pioneers of the Labour move- 
ment. The meeting recorded appre- 
ciation of Mr. Yates’ courageous 
action in challenging the matter on 
the King’s Speech. 

A ten-point letter of protest 
against continued conscrintion has 
been sent to the Prime Minister by 


the Northfield, Birmingham PPU 
Group. 

The letter «argues that “con- 
scription affords no guarantee of 


security from wai,” that it is “op- 
posed to the ideals and purposes of 
UNO,” and would constitute “a com- 
plete break with Labour and trade 
union traditions.” 


EXCLUSIVE 


Peace News understands that the 
government fs seriously considering 
the appo’ntment of a _ Resident 
Minister for Germany. Such a pro- 
posal was made by Vera Brittain in 
her article in Peace News on October 
18 last when she stated that “a 
strong Minister resident in Germany, 
with a large measure of independent 
authority was an urgent need.” 
Public support for the proposal has 
increased considerably in recent 
weeks. 


\PEACE CONGRESS IN 


HAVANA 


MPHE Second Latin American Con- 


gress of Evangelical Youth, 
meeting for a week recently in 
Havana, emphasised its anti-war 


stand by recommending: 

(a) That the Christian young 
people of the continent give priority 
in their programmes and work 
plans to the study of the causes of 
war and the bringing about of a 
just and lasting peace; 

(b) That to that effect the Con- 
gress give decided support to the 
movements which for Christian 
reasons work for peace and recon- 
ciliation; and 

(c) That the Congress make a 
fervent and fraternal call to the 
Evangelical Churches of Latin 
America and of the whole world to 
repudiate absolutely war as a means 
of settling international disputes.— 
Worldover Press. 
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C.B.C.0. DEPUTATION 


(WING to heavy pressure of busi- 

ness the Prime Minister has 
asked the Minister of Labour and 
National Service, Mr. George Isaacs, 
to receive the C.B.C.0., deputation 
on the subject of unconditional regis- 
tration of C.O.s. 

As stated last week Fenner Brock- 
way, Michael Tippett, Archdeacon 
Harthill and Lady Parmoor have 
apreed to serve if a suitable appoint- 
ment can be arranged. A. Joe 
Brayshaw will also attend and other 
approaches are being made. 

Mr. Dalton, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, had stated that under the 
Government’s conscription proposals 
alternative service would be required 
of all C.O.s. 


Christmas Social 


Roy Walker’s 


warning 


G PEAKING at the fifth Christmas 

Social of the North London Re- 
gional group of PPU last Saturday, 
Roy Walker, from “Save Europe 
Now,” warned his audience against 
undue cptimism regarding conditions 
in Europe. Though food parcels may 
now be sent we must not overlook 
that there will be no more bulk sup- 
plies from this country. There was 
great danger of an equally acute 
crisis early next year. 

Patrick Figmis and Roger Page felt 
that we should take encouragement 
from the measure of success that had 
been achieved; it was not always 
easy to see results from a ‘long term’ 
policy, but nevertheless good work 
was never wasted and was often 
more effective than we svpposed. 

Frank Lea, speaking gs new edi- 
tor of Peace News, emphasised the 
need for facing the challenge of paci- 
fiem and not shirking any of its 
implications. “Near-pacifism” has 
little meaning, he said, and in any 
crisis it was useless to sit on the 
fence. We must pers‘st in our faith 
regardless of the consequences. 

The evening concluded with a con- 
cert, Kitty Cert, the well-known 
contralto, and Robert Thompson and 
Vivien Dean in songs and duets were 
accompanied by E:xic Prince; Janet 
Parrish with monologues and_ the 
Highgate Trio all provided excellent 
entertainment. 

Groups and members worked hard 
and gave very generously. to such 
food effect that £47 was raised for 
the PPU Autumn Appeal; Eileen 
Agar sold £11’s worth of books at 
Housmans stall and Christmas card 
, sales amounted to £7. A large col- 
lection of clothing, comforts and 
books will also be sent to the Friends’ 
Relief Service. H.F.M. 
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| PzACE ON EARTH 
| A new Christmas Booklet 


by . 
G. STEPHENS SPINKS, 
M.A., Ph.D. 

Complete with greetings slip and envelope. 
Price 4d., by post 5d., from 
THE LINDSEY PRESS, 

14, Gordon Square, W.C.1. 
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